You'll be surprised by this
secret tropical island, with
a history that dates back
2,500 years. Thanks to

its colonial past it's a rich
cultural mix of traditions,
festivities and exotic
cuisine. Come with us!
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Elephant in the wild

24 FEBRUARY - 10 MARCH 2026

Sri Lanka is a cultural and historical hotspot. Discover this ancient land with World
Heritage listed sites, friendly locals, incredible flavours, bustling cities, highland
tea and spice plantations, tropical gardens — and elephants!
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ITINERARY

DAY 1 TUE 24 FEB

HOME TO COLOMBO

Meet your Ross Tour leader at Sydney
International Airport for our flight to
Colombo via Singapore. Late evening
arrival, transfer to our hotel in Negombo.

Jetwing Lagoon, Negombo

DAY 2 WED 25 FEB
NEGOMBO

After a leisurely morning, explore
Negombo with its narrow streets and

small boutiques. Welcome Dinner at our
hotel tonight.

(B/L/D)

Jetwing Lagoon, Negombo

DAY 3 THU 26 FEB

NEGOMBO TO KANDALAMA (B/L/D)
Visit Namal Uyana, the largest ironwood
forest and pink quartz mountain in Asia
today. Check into the luxurious Heritance
Hotel in Kandalama, designed by
Geoffrey Bawa, for the next three nights.

The Heritance Hotel, Kandalama

DAY 4 FRI 27 FEB

SIGIRIYA ROCK FORTRESS (B/L/D)
Discover Sigiriya Rock Fortress (or Lion’s
Rock), a UNESCO World Heritage Site
and one of the most dramatic sights on
the island. The remains of a giant pair of
stone lion paws still guard the staircase
that leads to the summit, once occupied
by a royal palace.

The Heritance Hotel, Kandalama

DAY 5 SAT 28 FEB

POLONNARUWA (B/L/D)
The ancient city of Polonnaruwa today;
best known for its 8oo years old well-
preserved, giant detailed Buddha rock
sculptures and historic palace ruins. Late
afternoon safari in Minneriya National
Park to see wild elephants.

The Heritance Hotel, Kandalama

DETAILS

° Tour escorted by Paula Benneian

° Return airfare with Singapore Airlines

> Air-conditioned motorcoach

> Deluxe accommodation - 13 nights

o Breakfast daily (B), 9 Lunches (L) and
12 Dinners (D)

° Entrance fees to all gardens and
sightseeing incl. Dambulla Cave
Temple, Sigiriya Rock, Popham'’s
Arboretum, Polonnaruwa, Minneriya
National Park, Spice Garden, Kandy
Temple of the Tooth, Peradeniya BG,
Nuwara Eliya Tea Plantation, Hakgala
BG, Galle Dutch Fort, Cinnamon
Plantation, Lunuganga Country Estate,
Brief Garden of Bevis Bawa.

DAY 6 SUN 1 MAR
KANDALAMA TO KANDY (B/D)

Travel to Kandy, the last capital of the Sri
Lankan kings. Visit the Golden Temple
of Dambulla, a cave monastery and
pilgrimage for Buddhists and Hindus
including a magnificent 14m long
reclining Buddha. Check into our hotel
near the Mahaweli River.

Cinnamon Citadel, Kandy

DAY 7 MON 2 MAR

PERADENIYA BOTANIC GARDENS (B/D)
The Royal Botanic Gardens in Peradeniya
today, originally the ‘Royal’ pleasure
garden, to see endemic, indigenous

and exotic plants. Explore Kandy this
afternoon including the famous Temple
of the Tooth, a great relic of Buddhism.
Cinnamon Citadel, Kandy

DAY 8 TUE 3 MAR

KANDY TO NUWARA ELIYA (B/L/D)
Board the train for a scenic journey
through rolling hills of tea plantations up
to Nuwara Eliya. Check into The Grand
Hotel Nuwara Eliya for two nights.

The Grand Hotel Nuwara Eliya

DAY 9 WED 4 MAR

HAKGALA BOTANIC GARDENS (B/L/D)
Visit a tea plantation to learn more about
Sri Lanka’s tea export industry. Next
stop, Hakgala Botanic Garden where
lotus, water lilies, roses, a fernery and
orchids await us. Enjoy High Tea at the
picturesque Hill Club Nuwara Eliya,
established in 1876 by British coffee
planters in the hill station of Nuwara.
The Grand Hotel Nuwara Eliya

DAY 10 THU 5 MAR

NUWARA ELIYA TO GALLE (B/L/D)
You're on the road to Galle, a former
Dutch Colonial town on the south coast
of Sri Lanka. Stop for lunch at Kitulgala
where the movie “Bridge on The River
Kwai” was filmed. Check into the elegant

PRICE

o Twin Share land only ~ $10,995 pp
o Twin Share incl. airfare $11,995 pp
o Single Supplement  $2,995

o All prices in Australian dollars. Prices
based on minimum 15 passengers with
departure from Sydney.

Refer to Ross Garden Tours standard
terms and conditions.

DISCOUNTS

° Earlybird $200 - Pay by 3/10/25
° Previous Traveller $100
> Garden Clinic Member $50

o

BOOK ONLINE www.rosstours.com/srilanka

ORCONTACT @ 1300233 200

& fravel@rosstours.com

OSS TOURS
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Lighthouse Hotel, designed by Geoffrey
Bawa, overlooking the Indian Ocean.

Jetwing Lighthouse, Galle

DAY 11 FRI6 MAR
GALLE

Experience local life in the Galle
countryside and master how to cook a
Sri Lankan curry. After lunch, learn about
cinnamon at a nearby farm. Discovered
by the Portuguese, the country nowadays
produces 90% of the world’s cinnamon.

(B/L/D)

Jetwing Lighthouse, Galle

DAY 12 SAT 7 MAR

GEOFFREY BAWA (B/L)
Appreciate the genius of Geoffrey Bawa
at his country home, Lunuganga Estate.
Built in 1947 with structures linking
interior and exterior spaces, Lunuganga
is a work of art. Late afternoon tour of
Galle Fort built in 1588 by the Portuguese
then fortified by the Dutch during the 17t
century. Free time to explore.

Jetwing Lighthouse, Galle

DAY 13 SUN 8 MAR

GALLE TO COLOMBO (B/D)
We are travelling to Colombo today with

a stop at Bevis Bawa’s ‘Brief Garden’.
Bevis was Geoffrey’s brother, architect
and artist. A private estate with cleverly
designed spaces, alcoves and cloisters.
Continue to Colombo and check into our
hotel, built in 1864.

Galle Face Hotel, Colombo

DAY 14 MON 9 MAR

GALLE (B/L/D)
Geoffrey Bawa’s Colombo townhouse
today, an introspective assemblage of
courtyards, verandas and loggias. Meet
up for our Farewell Dinner at the hotel.
After late check-out, transfer to airport for
our evening flight home.

DAY 15 TUE 10 MAR
ARRIVE HOME

TOUR LEADER

PAULA
BENNEIAN

Paula believes
you can have

a lifetime of
career changes
and still stay

in Horticulture.
Garden
researcher for
Better Homes and Gardens, location
manager and designer for River
Cottage Australia are just a couple of
highlights of her career.
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